THE COMPLETE
ENGLISH TRADESMAN.

INTRODUCTION.

BEING- to direct this discourse to the tradesmen, of
this nation, it is needful in a few words to explain
who it is we are to understand by the word 'trades-
man,' and how he is to be qualified in order to merit
the title of ' complete.'

The term tradesman is understood in several
places in a different manner ; for example, in the
North of Britain, and in Ireland, a tradesman is
taken to be a mechanic; as a smith, carpenter, shoe-
maker, and the like, whom we call here handicrafts-
men. Abroad, they deem tradesmen such only as
carry goods about from market to market, or from
house to house, to sell; which we usually here call
' petty chapmen,' in the North ' pethers,' and in our
ordinary speech, ( pedlars.'

But in England, and especially in London, all
sorts of warehouse-keepers, shopkeepers, whether
wholesale dealers or retailers of goods, are called
tradesmen ; such are our grocers, mercers, linen and
woollen-drapers, Blackwell-hall factors, tobacconists,
haberdashers, glovers, hosiers, milliners, booksellers,
stationers, arid all other shopkeepers, who do not
actually manufacture the goods they sell.

On the other hand, those who make the goods
they sell, though they keep shops, are called handi-
er E. T. i.                                     B